


GRAPHIC 5.4 above shows that the Pre-Colombian and Pre-Aztec Toltec Native American 
civilization of Central America utilized a Sustainable Agri-Forestry Technology called 
Chinampas. Thus predictably Chronic Poverty was unknown in the Ancient Mexico City 
area of the Lake Tenochtitlan. Note that large irrigation trenches surround the deep planting 
beds built within 5 lakes giving the appearance and thus their misnomer as "Floating Gardens". 
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THIS PRE-COLUMBIAN MEZO-AMERICAN DRAWING DEPICTS THE CHINAMPAS HORTICULTURAL SYSTEM 
BEING CULTIVATED 
 

GRAPHIC 9.5 above depicts the Pre-Colombian cultivation of the Chinampas Horticultural 
System with it characteristic small boat navagatable large irrigation trenches as part of Lake 
Tenochtitlan in the Mexico City area of Central America. As a type of Sustainable Agri-
Forestry Technology observe the workers fertilizing the soil with fish and aquatic plants 
including algae, the companion planting use and triangular planting of the maize (corn). The 
large deep beds are constructed in the marsh area around the lake and secured with logs. 

 
                                                      GRAPHIC 9.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RAISED DEEP PLANTING BED THAT DATES BACK TO PRE-INCA TIME ON THE AMAZON HEAD WATERS IN THE 
LAKE TITICACA AREA OF PERU SOUTH AMERICA WITH LARGE IRRIGATION TRENCH SURROUNDING IT (FROM 
CLARK L. ERICKSON'S UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN THESIS "AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL  
INVESTIGATION OF RAISED FIELD AGRICULTURE IN THE LAKE TITICACA BASIN OF PERU", 1988) 
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